
June 2013 Region 5 Message 
 
 
We’re recently concluded another jam-packed USDF Executive Board Spring Meeting and what a weekend of 
discussion it was. This year the meetings were held during the Running of the Roses, the Kentucky Derby and 
we had an enjoyable evening on Saturday watching the Derby while eating dinner. What a great race in the 
mud, and I have to admit, I made a little money playing the ponies courtesy of Keeneland’s nice drive thru 
betting process. 
 
We had a less time this year then last year and we had a very ambitious schedule that we could not quite get 
through, but we made very good headway. George and Stephan opened the meeting with a status update on the 
organization since we had last gathered at the USDF convention in December of 2012. We looked at the final 
membership numbers for 2012 and the numbers are starting to stabilize. Membership is staying steady and this 
is great news. We can in under budget also for our fiscal year ending March 31, and that is also great news. 
Congratulations to our staff and treasurer, Steve Schubert, for helping us accomplish this feat the last several 
years.  We looked at the preliminary budget for next year for USDF and though it was balanced when the 
meetings started, several changes were suggested within programs and promotions for 2013 and 2013 and we’re 
going to have to work a little more on the budget before it’s presented at the Board of Governors meeting in 
December.  We are rolling along on the National Championships.  There is a great management team in place, 
host hotels have been contracted, officials hired and the details are coming together well. It is going to be a 
great Inaugural Year! 
 
There were many things that were discussed throughout the weekend that go into the running of the 
organization. We are working on making some programs more accessible and we have approved a new 
membership program that will be very exciting for those who love to ride dressage but do not have competition 
as a goal.  More details will be coming this year and I’ll be sure to pass them along as soon I can. There was 
quite a bit of discussion on the new USEF fees structure for Dressage competitions and how it may influence 
areas of the country that offer several shows over several days (a different show each day of the weekend). This 
could dramatically change the show trends in the US and there was quite a bit of concern, especially from the 
areas that already have a short show season and use these multi show weekends to help competitors earns scores 
for USDF Regional Championships and Year End Awards.  
 
Several wonderful educational programs were given approval for the USDF Convention in December. Be sure 
to mark your calendars and plan to join us December 4-7, 2013! It will be a nice mix of business meetings and 
educational sessions. The 2014 Convention will be in Cambridge, Massachusetts and we’re looking a little more 
west for 2015.  More details will come as soon as they are finalized. We once again talked about the convention 
format and the addition or subtraction of a symposium.  If you have an opinion on what you’d like to see, please 
let me know and I’ll pass on your feedback. There was also discussion on the expansion of NAJYRC. In 2013, 
South American countries will be joining us and for 2014, we approved a Young Rider team for Hawaii.  They 
have a hard time commuting to the mainland for the qualifying process and this will give them an opportunity to 
come as their own team. We also have approved a recommendation to have “R” DSHB judges as at least one 
judge of the USDF Breeders’ Championship Series Finals. A “r” DSHG judge can be used as the second judge 
or another “R” DSHB judge. This will help equalize the program with the Regional Championships, were “R” 
and “S” judges are required to officiate. 
 
The Executive Board awarded the 2014 USDF/Great American Region 5 Championships to the Rocky 
Mountain Dressage Society and they will be held September 18-21, 2014 at the Colorado Horse Park. We are 
looking forward to a bid from Arizona Dressage Association for 2015 and we hope to get back on to our normal 
rotation if we can. 
 
Nominations are still open for 2 USDF Executive Board positions – Vice President and Treasurer. If you are 
interested in either of these positions, please email Scarlett Fahrenson at stgeorg@dakotacom.net.  



 
I’m also very happy to announce that Region 5 will host a Junior/Young Rider clinic again this October.  We 
are excited to have George Williams return to Autumn Hill International Equestrian Center in Longmont, 
Colorado October 26-27, 2013.  Mark your calendars – although only Juniors and Young Riders are allowed to 
apply to ride, the clinic is open to auditors of all ages!  Please note, any junior or young rider of any level may 
apply to ride. 
 
We have 11 declared Junior/Young Rider combinations for the 2013 FEI North American Junior and Young 
Rider Championships.  If you would like to contribute or help with their fundraising efforts, please contact Joan 
Clay, our Region 5 Jr/YR FEI coordinator at jnclay@comcast.net or 970-420-0877. 
 
 
Till next month! 
Heather Petersen 
 
Region 5 Director 
 


