
January 2010 Region 5 Message 
 
Happy New Year! The USDF Convention and Symposium in Austin, Texas on 
December 2-5 was very productive. George Williams was elected as President 
and he appointed Melissa Creswick as vice president for the one-year prior to the 
election for Vice President and Secretary. Melissa is from California and was the 
Region 7 Director recently and is an “S” judge. She is also an active competitor. 
Already there are three nominations for Vice President: Janet Foy, Beth Jenkins, 
Peter Rothschild, and nominations don’t close until June 1st. 
 
The Board of Governors voted for dues increase effective December 1, 2010. 
The Participating member dues were raised from $62 to $75 and GMO from $17 
to $20. They also voted for a new educational membership to appeal to riders in 
other disciplines and non-competing individuals. USDF has been working to 
improve its transparency by putting more information on its website and emailing 
delegates. That enabled a much better informed Board of Governors and more 
productive discussions. I would like to thank each Participating Member and 
Group Member Delegate for attending. We had some first-time attendees so it 
was an eye-opening experience to witness the process of USDF governance. 
 
We had two very informative regional meetings, great opportunities to put faces 
to names and exchange ideas. We voted to pay $1,500 out of the regional 
general fund for the annual payment for Region 5 pledge of $7,500 for the USDF 
National Education Center. We have $3,500.18 of the pledge to pay off. One 
issue we discussed was raising funds to help pay for participating member 
delegates and regional coordinators to attend the convention. Alex Curnutte and 
Stephanie Brown-Beamer volunteered to look into fundraising. We also have 
$7,989 in the regional education account. Cat Siemiet, Rusty Cook, and Laura 
Speer volunteered to establish scholarship guidelines and determine how best to 
use this money. Susan Rudman has been fundraising non-stop and as a result 
the FEI Jr/Yr account is healthy with over $23,000 in it. We also talked about how 
to improve communication within the region, perhaps with an email list similar to 
that Peter Rothchild developed for the participating delegates.  Lastly, with great 
pleasure, I announced Region 5’s first Life Time Achievement Award winner, 
Barbara Stine.  
  
The next convention will be in Jacksonville, Florida and the symposium is in the 
planning stage possibly a panel with emphasis on the rider seat and position. It 
will also be my last convention as your director. Nominations are due June 1st. If 
anyone is interested and has questions about the duties, please email me at 
hunterry@cox.net.  
 
Happy Riding! 
 
Theresa Hunt 
Region 5 Director 



 
 
 
 
 


