
I hope everyone had a great Holiday season! We had a great week at the USDF Convention in St Louis, 
Missouri in December. Many thanks to those of you who joined us and there were a lot of you. We had great 
interaction and discussions at the Region 5 meetings and a couple of very nice tables for the awards dinner. I 
was so happy to have my daughter join me for a couple of days for her first USDF convention. 
 
The USDF Convention is always a great chance for networking, catching up with old friends and participating 
in the governance of our great sport. Our regional meetings went well and a lot of information was exchanged, 
including the discussion of a possible western venue for the US Dressage Finals which will be visited soon to 
check on feasibility.  
 
There were some nice restaurants in the area and we were a block from the Arch. It was a lovely park, but we 
were sad that the tram to the top was closed.  
 
Some key things to come out of the convention this year: 

 We will continue the $200 reimbursement grant for those attending the USDF Convention as USDF 
Region 5 PM Delegates for the 2017 USDF Convention in Lexington.  

 The Board of Governors approved a dues increase for all membership categories except Group 
Membership. 

 The budget was presented as balanced after the dues increase passed and was approved. The finances of 
USDF in the future were very dependent on the dues increase and it will help us stay positive and 
provide for the ability to grow. 

 PM membership is up.  GMO member is down a little but overall USDF membership is doing very well. 
 USDF National Championships continue to be very well received and more rave reviews this year.  
 Thank you very much for re-electing me as your regional director! 

 
 

 
 

 
Till next month! 
Heather Petersen 
 
Region 5 Director 


