
I hope everyone had a great Holiday season! We had a great week at the USDF Convention in Lexington, 
Kentucky at the end of November and beginning of December. Many thanks to those of you who joined us and 
there were a lot of you. We had great interaction and discussions at the Region 5 meetings and a couple of very 
nice tables for the awards dinner. Thank you to Joan Clay for running the second Region 5 meeting while I 
attend the USEF Dressage Sport Committee meeting that sadly was scheduled for the same time. 
Congratulations to everyone who received year end awards and congratulations again to our GMO award 
recipients!  

 USDF Region 5 GMO Volunteer of the Year – Beth Geier of the Rocky Mountain Dressage Society 
 GMO Photography Award (Best Amateur Photograph) – GMO with 75-174 members – Utah Dressage 

Society, UDS Newsletter, November 2016 – Madeline Mortensen 
 GMO Newsletter Award - General Interest Article – GMO with 500 or more members – 1st place – 

Rocky Mountain Dressage Society, The Centaur, May 2017 – Amber Clark’s article “Different Horses, 
Levels, and Breeds: How One Pro Manages and How It May Help You” 

 GMO Newsletter Award - First Person Experience Article – GMO with 500 or more members – 1st 
place – Rocky Mountain Dressage Society, The Centaur, January 2017 – Katherine Simard’s article 
“Back Pain? Poor Attitude? Or Something Else?” 

 GMO Website Award – GMO with 500 or more members – Honorable Mention – Rocky Mountain 
Dressage Society 

 
The USDF Convention is always a great chance for networking, catching up with old friends and participating 
in the governance of our great sport. I think the biggest item to be discussed at the Board of Governors meeting 
was the US Dressage Finals. Through several motions that were proposed, it was decided to have the organizing 
committee hold an open session in future years at the USDF Convention for folks to ask questions of and have 
more interaction with. The Executive Board will also add a couple more members to the organizing committee 
that will give it some Western US representation. 
 
I sadly ended up getting the flu while at convention this year, so I only made a couple of trips outside of the 
hotel.  We did do a nice tour of the Southern Lights light show at the Kentucky Horse Park on Tuesday, our first 
night there, and it was great to explore the Kentucky Horse Park after dark. The area where the hotel was 
located was in downtown Lexington and there was a great park with ice skating and several restaurants that 
folks explored.  
 
A few more key things to come out of the convention this year: 

 We will continue the $200 reimbursement grant for those attending the USDF Convention as USDF 
Region 5 PM Delegates for the 2018 USDF Convention in Salt Lake City.  

 The budget was presented as balanced was approved. The finances of USDF are in good shape. There 
was a sizeable donation from an estate as well that will help our National Education Endowment. 

 PM membership is staying fairly steady.  GMO member is down a little but overall USDF membership 
is doing very well. 

 
Looking forward to serving and working with everyone in the upcoming year and please let me know if you 
have any questions or concerns! 

 
 
Till next month! 
Heather Petersen 
 
Region 5 Director 


